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	Summary:
This report recommends that the Authority responds to a consultation on amending the Habitats Regulations.
Recommendation:
That the Authority submits a response to the consultation in a form finalised by the Chief Executive after consultation with Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Authority and Chairmen of Planning and Navigation Committees.


1.
Defra has recently initiated a consultation exercise on amendments to the Habitats Regulations in order to make it clear that the provisions relating to special nature conservation orders (SNCOs) can be used 
(a)
to restrict operations taking place on water as well as on land, in order to protect European sites of special nature conservation value; and

(b)
to restrict operations on land or water outside, as well as within, a European site, if they would have a changing effect on the site.

 A copy of the consultation paper is attached to this report.

2.
To put in context, only 14 SNCOs have been made since the process has originally introduced in 1982.  There are none in East Anglia.  In addition, the consultation exercise has been prompted by concerns over the effect of ferry operations in Portsmouth Harbour on a nearby European site.

3.
The consultation paper raises issues which are still being considered by officers and it is therefore proposed that the preparation of a response be delegated to me in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Authority and the Chairmen of the Navigation and Planning Committees.
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